Lesson for September 3, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Sermon on the Mount

(Matthew 7:1-29)

Chapter 7 of Matthew completes the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus ends the Sermon on the Mount with a message about not judging others, volition, salvation, false teachers and the spiritual life. The final few verses in Chapter 7 of Matthew seem to be a summary of all that Jesus has said up to this point in His sermon.

Judging Others and Negative Volition

(Matthew 7:1-6)

Verse one of Matthew 7 makes it crystal clear that the believer is not to judge others.  God is sovereign and the only One qualified to judge.  If the believer spent more time judging himself, he would have little time to judge others.  There is a judgment for the child of God when he engages in the practice of judging others.  This judgment comes in the form of divine discipline, if believers fail to judge themselves and correct the problem.  Judging others is a sin and takes the believer out of fellowship with God.  Divine discipline is for our benefit, designed to help keep us on track.

The illustration that Jesus used in modern language would sound more like, “Why do you look at the toothpick in your brother’s eye and ignore the telephone pole in your own eye.”  Jesus was simply illustrating the principle of judging or evaluating yourself and leaving the judgment of others to the supreme court of Heaven.  

The next statement that Jesus made has been quoted on many occasions by many people, but I doubt few understood what Jesus meant by, “Do not throw your pearls before swine.”  It was a reference, in context, to presenting something that is set apart to God (holy) to those who would distain or mock it (the dogs).  A person who is negative toward the things of God, specifically Bible doctrine, will not receive your spiritual counsel (verse 5).  Furthermore, Jesus said that giving truth to these people can “backfire on you.”  These negative people often attack you and your message in an attempt to justify their blindness.  Jesus gave great advice – when we encounter these types, don’t continue to “cast your pearls” before them.  Give them the Gospel if they are unbelievers and then leave them alone is the best advice.  If this person is a believer, employ prayer on their behalf and let God deal with them.  It may be that this person is in a state of blackout of the soul, the final stage of reversionism.  
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Positive Volition

(Matthew 7:7-12)

In Matthew 7:6, Jesus referred to people who have negative volition, but in verses 7-12 He referred to those who have positive volition.  God is always faithful to those with positive volition both in salvation and in the Christian Way of Life.  If your desire as a believer is to know more about God, He will provide the means for you to receive the information.  (John 7:17)  Matthew 7:7-8 is not a reference to receiving material wealth.  These verses refer to positive volition toward God and Bible doctrine.  The person who truly wants to know truth, and will not settle for anything less, will continue to pursue truth until he finds it.  After salvation, God will provide accurate Bible doctrine for the believer’s spiritual growth.  However, it is still up to the individual to pursue truth by means of studying, learning, believing and applying the truth of God’s Word. (II Timothy 2:15) 

Jesus summed up the message of the Mosaic Law, the proper attitude regarding the judgment of others and the basis for the Christian Way of Life in Matthew 7:12.  The message He gave is often called the Golden Rule - “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  If a believer followed this simple rule he would obey the divine laws of establishment as outlined in the Law, he would not engage in judging, criticizing or condemning others and he would properly execute the Christian Way of Life.

Salvation

In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus described salvation by using an illustration all who were listening would understand.  Jesus said that the way of salvation is analogous to a narrow gate or door into the city.  The “sheep gate” is a narrow passage into the city, which a human being would have a difficult time passing through.  It was designed for the protection of the city from enemies.  This could have been what Jesus was referring to, but the illustration means that salvation is accepted by a few (they enter through the narrow gate).  Most people reject Jesus Christ as Savior and miss out on God’s salvation plan (they enter through the wide gate).  Jesus then warned His listeners to beware of false prophets who would distort the truth of the Gospel. 

Apostate False Teachers
The apostate false teachers are those who reject or distort the truth of the Word of God for selfish motives.  These teachers are called false, which is the Greek word “pseduo.”  They represent themselves as genuine in order to gain entrance into a ministry or group.  II Peter 2 says they come in covertly, like a spy would infiltrate an organization.  We know these false teachers In II Peter 2 are unbelievers from certain words in the context, such as destruction.  Destruction is 
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the Greek word “apoleia” and it means eternal destruction or eternal separation from God.  There are also many believers who are false teachers, who have been duped by Satan or the world system into believing and teaching false doctrine (the Bible calls it, “doctrines of demons”).

Some unbelieving false teachers deny the deity of Christ and the saving power of the Gospel. Many also teach human good works for salvation, like church membership, giving money, keeping the Ten Commandments, living a moral life or being water baptized.  Most false teachers have deliberate motives, which include monetary greed, sensual pleasures, luxurious lifestyles, power, and fame.  These types actually train themselves in the art of greed and lust.  The Bible says that they use fabricated words of flattery with promises of prosperity in order to extort money and material possessions.  They are members of the “mutual admiration society”, pretending to admire certain people in order to gain acceptance.  They literally make merchandise, the Greek word “emporeuomai”, of the unsuspecting, unstable, spiritually weak believer. 

The false teacher often plays upon the emotions of the duped believer since he is also ruled by his emotions.  These false teachers have no substance in their message, they scoff at the truth and will not accept the authority of Biblical doctrine.  These false teachers bring with them into these organizations destructive, self-willed, erroneous opinions that lead to divisions and the formation of sects.  It is, of course, impossible for them to bring in accurate doctrinal information from God’s Word, since they are unable to learn truth as unbelievers or as believers out of fellowship with God.  These apostates are so arrogant they even reject human authority and speak evil of persons in authority over them in order to carry out their own agenda. 

The Bible says that these false teachers live a lifestyle of the “rich and famous”, while turning the grace of God into a “license to sin.”  They are arrogant souls, in love with themselves, in love with money and love to brag about it.  Conceited, unholy, lovers of sensual pleasures, they cannot be appeased.  They are rash in their speech, lack self-control, especially over their emotions, and cannot be trusted.  With everything they have accumulated they are nevertheless ungrateful and callous to human affection, they do not honor their parents and are haters of anything good.  We are commanded to avoid these false teachers.  In Matthew 7:21-23 Jesus explained that the final destination for the unbelieving false prophets is eternal separation from God.

The Spiritual Life

Many of you will recall a children’s song you learned in Sunday school regarding the wise man and the foolish man.  It is from Matthew 7:24-27 that the song is 
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taken and is actually a lesson on the spiritual life of the believer.  We have studied this under the doctrinal principle of the Edification Complex of the Soul.
The Greek word for “edification” is “oikodome” and literally means the act of building or erecting a structure.  (Ephesians 4:11-29)  Our foundation is Jesus Christ and the floors of our building are categories of Bible doctrine. Once the foundation is in place, then the believer can begin to build upon it with full confidence that it will stand.  (Ephesians 4:12,16,29; Colossians 2:7; I Timothy 1:4; James 1:4)  

The spiritual building is built using the stored Bible doctrine in the soul.  Consistent study and application over a period of time is the method for developing our “complex.”  This building is literally Christ being formed in the soul of the believer.  Christ indwells every believer, but the character of Christ is not formed in every believer.  (Galatians 4:19; John 1:14)

As believer-priests, we have the opportunity to build a spiritual building in our souls. As we “abide in Him” (fellowship with God) and His word “abides in us” (Bible doctrine stored in our souls) we are allowing God the Holy Spirit to produce the character of Christ in our lives. (John 15:10) 

Jesus said that every person who hears His words and acts upon them will be like the man who built His house upon the rock and it stood.  On the other hand, every person who hears His words and does not do them is like the man who built His house upon sand and it fell.

“But be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” (James 1:22)   But be ye doers is  “poietes” in Greek and means to do.  It comes from the root word “poieo,” which means to adopt a way of expressing by act, the thoughts and feelings (application).  The Word is the Greek word “logos” and is a reference to the Word of God or Bible doctrine.   A doer of the Word, therefore, is an applier of Bible doctrine. 
The Greek word for hearers is “akroates” and it means to listen.  The meaning should be clear - listening to God’s Word is NOT ENOUGH.  The Greek word for deceive is “paralogizomai” and means to defraud or to self-deceive in one’s mind.  

The believer who only listens to Bible teaching (even if it is accurate) is defrauding himself of the opportunity to have a victorious Christian life and self-deceiving himself into believing that he is doing God’s will.  Simply reading the Bible, listening to it being taught or going to church once or twice a week is not enough to develop a maturing relationship with God.  The study and application of Bible doctrine must be part of your lifestyle, if you expect to advance to spiritual maturity. (Ephesians 4:12-14)

