Lesson for November 12, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Second Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
(Matthew 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-56; Luke 9:1-17)

Jesus once again visited His hometown of Nazareth, only to be rejected for the second time.  There was a great deal of negative volition in the people of Nazareth who rejected Jesus as Messiah.  Mark 6:2, says that they were astonished at His teaching.  This astonishment can be either positive of negative.  From the context we learn that it was a violent negative reaction (mental violence).  Even though they liked Jesus as a person, they hated His message.  We know that they liked Him because Luke says in a parallel passage that Jesus grew in favor with God and man.  Mark 6:3, says that they were offended in Him.  The Greek word for offend is “skandalizo,” which means to stumble or to be snared.  These people with negative volition and unbelief stumbled (failed to believe) because they would not accept the fact that Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah.  Mark records the fact that Jesus did very few miracles and healed only a few because of their unbelief, which caused even Jesus to marvel.  

It is interesting to note the reason that these people in Jesus’ hometown, who had known Him from childhood, refused to accept Him as Messiah.  The phrase in Mark 6:2, “and what wisdom is this which is given unto him,” when translated properly shows that these people rejected Jesus for a very petty reason.  The Greek phrase is “tis he sophia he dothesia touto.”   The passive voice of “douthesia” (given) indicates that they did not believe Christ had the source of wisdom.  They actually were denying that Jesus had much to do with wisdom at all.  Wisdom is applied truth and no one in the history of the world had as much applied truth as Jesus Christ.  Of course, in His deity He is the source of all truth.  Their conclusion was that a mere carpenter’s son could not possibly have wisdom from God and He certainly could not be the Messiah.  (Mark 6:3)  Remember, the Jews were expecting a ruler, a king, someone who would lead them in victory over their Roman oppressors.  As always, they knew little of the truth of the Old Testament Scriptures and what little they did know they had misinterpreted.

They ultimately concluded that this man from the local carpenter’s family, all of whom they had known, would not be allowed to be the Messiah.  Their remarks and conclusions were all meant to be demeaning.  No one from His background could have this kind of wisdom or have such miraculous powers.  Of course, we know that they were completely wrong in their conclusion.
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Jesus Christ is the unique person of the universe.  He is the only person in history to be both fully God and fully man.  The term for this unique union is derived from the Greek word hupostatis meaning essence.  In the case of Christ it is both divine and human essence in one person forever.   He is the God-Man.  (Hebrews 1:3)

Christ was born of a virgin without a sin nature.  He is the only way to God, qualified to be a substitute for all of us.  Even though His two natures are united in one person, they retain their separate identities.  The attributes of one do not belong to the other.  Deity remains deity and humanity remains humanity.  Because of this unique union, Christ is the perfect mediator between God and man.  He is the only one in history qualified to go to the Cross and pay the penalty for sin.  Christ was also our prototype, in that He lived an impeccable (sinless) life under the control of God the Holy Spirit. (I Timothy 2:5)

Christ voluntarily restricted the function of His deity.  This doctrine takes its name from the Greek word kenoo, which means to deprive oneself of a rightful function.  This doctrine explains how Christ, the creator of the universe, could leave Heaven and become a man.  II Corinthians 8:9, tells us that even though Christ was rich, for our sakes He became poor.  This is kenosis.

We must remember that Jesus Christ is coequal and coeternal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  He voluntarily subordinated Himself to the Father’s plan of salvation.  This means He also deprived Himself of the exercise of His divine attributes.  At no time did Christ “empty Himself” of His deity.  He was never less than God.  He simply restricted the use of His divine attributes voluntarily.  (Colossians 2:9)  

Jesus was born as a man and had to learn the Scripture the same way that we do, under the control of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit was the one who empowered Him and sustained Him throughout His life on earth.  As a man, Christ suffered in the same ways that we suffer but much greater, of course.  The ultimate humiliation was suffering the divine judgment from God for our sins. (Matthew 24:36; John 8:56, 16:14; Philippians 2:8)

Christ glorified the Father by executing the Father’s plan, not by glorifying Himself.  However, the limitation of kenosis ultimately glorified Christ because He was able to execute the plan perfectly, without sin.  As a testimony to the fact that God is completely satisfied with the Son, Christ is now seated at the right hand of the Father.  This impeccable life was our prototype to demonstrate to us the fact that we too can execute God’s plan for us. (John 19:30; Philippians 2:5-8)
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Jesus, as a man, is seated at the right hand of the Father at this very moment.  Deity is omnipresent and does not sit; only His humanity sits.  And it is His humanity that will return to earth at the Second Coming.  Theologically we say that Jesus is undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.  Undiminished deity in that He is as much God as the Father and the Holy Spirit in essence, attributes and character.  True humanity in that our Lord possesses a body, a soul and a spirit.  (Acts 5:31; Hebrews 1:3, 4:15,10:5; I Peter 2:24; Matthew 26:38; Mark 2:8; Luke 23:46; I John 3:3)

Christ remained free from the three categories of sin: the sin nature, Adam’s original sin and personal sins.  The sin nature is passed down genetically from the father, but Christ had no human father.  The virgin birth of Christ assured that He would have no sin nature. (I Corinthians 15:22)

Without a sin nature, Adam’s original sin could not be imputed to Christ since it had no home or target like the rest of humanity.  Therefore, the first two categories of sin were absent when He was born.  Christ was born physically and spiritually alive, whereas, we are born physically alive but spiritually dead (separated from God). (Romans 6:12)

Christ did, however, have to face the avoidance of personal sin.  As deity, He was not able to sin and as humanity, He was able not to sin.  This means that the possibility of committing personal sin existed.  Christ was tempted to sin in His humanity, not in His deity.  God cannot be tempted to sin, but Christ, as a man, could be tempted to sin.  How could Christ accomplish the amazing task of a sinless life?  The only way He succeeded in not sinning was by residing in and relying upon the power and control of God the Holy Spirit.  Jesus Christ, our Savior has paved the way for us to execute the Victorious Christian Way of Life. (James 1:13; Hebrews 4:15; I John 3:5; Matthew 4:1-4)
“Able not to sin” emphasizes Christ’s free will to make the right decisions to obey God’s mandates.  Satan’s temptations of Christ were real and intense.  And remember that Christ in His humanity was personally weaker than Satan, yet He was able to resist him by the power of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit. (Hebrews 2:7)

The filling of God the Holy Spirit is much more powerful that Satan, all his demons and this World System.  Christ tested and proved the life under the control of the Holy Spirit.  We cannot be sinless as Christ, but we can use the same power system that He used.  And God has also given us the Rebound recovery system, something that Christ did not need, in order that we might utilize this power system to our maximum advantage.  We, therefore, have no excuse for not living in the same spiritual environment in which Christ lived.  We can acquire wisdom, make good decisions from a position of strength, develop a personal sense of destiny, increase our capacity for love, happiness and 
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blessing, have complete control over our lives and bring glory and honor to God by a life of virtue and integrity in the same manner that Jesus Christ did.

After leaving Nazareth, Jesus began to teach in the surrounding villages.  As was His custom, He would enter into the synagogue and teach.  There is a distinct difference in Greek between teaching and preaching.  Jesus used both methods in His ministry.  When in the synagogue He taught “as one having authority,” the Scriptures record.  When on a hillside or in the countryside, He would preach.  Teaching is the Greek word “didaskon.”  Preaching is the Greek word “kerusson.”  Both are effective ways of communication.  Teaching communicates principles and doctrines, leaving the motivation to the hearers.  Preaching exhorts and inspires, while still teaching principles and doctrines.  As Jesus continued to teach and preach, He authenticated His message with miracles of healing and casting out demons.  Jesus then sent out His disciples two by two and gave them this same power to heal and have power over demons so that they too could authenticate their message.  The result was that many were healed and evangelized.

Jesus said in John 15:1-8, “I am the True Vine and my Father is the husbandman.  Any branch in Me that does not bear fruit He cuts away.  And He cleanses and repeatedly prunes every branch that continues to bear fruit, to make it bear more and richer and more excellent fruit.  You are cleansed and pruned already because of the Word, which I have given to you (my teachings).  Abide in me and I will abide in you.  Just as no branch can bear fruit of itself without abiding in the vine, neither can you bear fruit unless you abide in Me.  I am the Vine, you are the branches.  Whoever abides in Me and I in him bears much fruit.  However, apart from Me you can do nothing.  Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; so shall you be my disciples.” 
