Lesson for November 19, 2006

The Life of Christ

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

(Matthew 14:15-31; Mark 6:30-56; Luke 9:12-17;John 6:3-21)

After the murder of John the Baptist by Herod, the apostles came to Jesus and told Him all that they had been doing and what they had been teaching.   This is the first time we see the disciples of Christ called apostles.  This can only be an indication of the new power and authority, which was given to them when Jesus sent them out in pairs to preach the Gospel.

Jesus recognized the disciples’ need for rest after all their travel and hard work.  Jesus, therefore, attempted to get them away from the crowds by getting them into a boat and going to a secluded place across the Sea of Galilee.  What Jesus did not count on was the crowd following them by land to the other side of the water.  When Jesus and His disciples arrived on the other side the crowd had already began to gather.  When Jesus saw them, instead of getting upset, He had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  The crowd grew to over 5,000 people.  Jesus recognized and took advantage of the opportunity to once again teach the people about the Kingdom of Heaven and to share the Gospel message.  As night began to fall the disciples were seemingly ready for the people to leave, perhaps so that they could get some rest.  

In Mark 6:35-36, the disciples asked Jesus to send the crowds away so that the people could go buy themselves something to eat.  Jesus, as was normal, used the opportunity to teach His disciples a valuable lesson about the real need of this crowd, which was “the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ Himself.”   Apparently none of the disciples saw the same opportunity.  Instead of dismissing the crowd, Jesus told His disciples to feed them.   Now, the disciples did have a “purse” with what would be equivalent to about $1,000 today with which they could have gone and bought food.  However, there were more than 5,000 people to feed and even by today’s standards, you can’t feed people for $.20 a person.

In order to teach His lesson, Jesus performed a miracle.  He sent the disciples into the crowd to gather what food was among them. They returned with five loaves of bread and two fish.  When Jesus had commanded the people to sit down in organized groups, He took the food and blessed it and there was enough to fill the entire crowd. When the disciples returned they still had twelve baskets of broken pieces of bread and fish.  So what was the lesson that Jesus was teaching?  The lesson was that the spiritual need of a person is much greater than the need for physical sustenance.  Jesus had been feeding the crowd spiritually and they could have gone another day without food or shelter, but in His grace God provided the necessary logistical grace blessing of food.  At the same time, Jesus was establishing His authority by performing a miracle.
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The point is that the Word of God should be more important to you than the air you breathe or certainly the food you eat.  Logging time in the study of Bible doctrine results in many benefits.  Accurate Bible doctrine will give the believer: 1) a clear understanding of why he is here 2) a personal sense of destiny 3) a clear understanding of his strengths and weaknesses 4) the necessary equipment to execute the Christian Way of Life 5) the proper information to apply to all the circumstances in life (wisdom) 6) a peace that is beyond anything the world offers 7) the confidence and the capacity to enjoy life (grace orientation)  8) the necessary comfort in times of grief or sorrow 9) the means of obtaining spiritual maturity and the multiplied blessings that company it 10) a love for God. 

Therefore, all believers should have a doctrinal orientation to life.  The word “doctrinal” means pertaining to a teaching, a body of principles or a branch of knowledge.  “Orientation” means familiarization with a particular person, thing or field of knowledge.  Doctrinal orientation, therefore, means to familiarize oneself with the teachings and principles of the Word of God.

Doctrinal orientation is based on God’s perfect communication of His Word to us.  Doctrinal orientation to life means the believer is totally reliant upon Bible doctrine to answer and solve all of life’s problems.  Doctrinal orientation to life means that the believer understands that the Word of God answers every question about life and the future.  Doctrinal orientation to life approaches life with Divine Viewpoint.  Doctrinal orientation to life results in making good decisions from a position of strength.

The Bible is inerrant and infallible in its original form.  God so directed the writers of Scripture that His complete and coherent word was transferred to the pages of Scriptures in its original form without altering the literary style or personality of the author.  “ …Thou hast magnified thy Word above all thy name.”  Psalm 138:2

Bible doctrine is the word of God the Father. (Hebrews 4:12)  It is the mind of Christ (I Corinthians 2:16) and the voice of God the Holy Spirit. (Hebrews 3:7)  The Word of God is profitable for doctrine (the body of teaching that we believe), for reproof (the Word of God is a mirror into our souls so that we can evaluate ourselves before God).  It is also profitable for correction (once we evaluate ourselves and find there needs to be corrective action, the Word of God gives the correct course of action).  And finally, it is profitable for instruction in righteousness (once we discover the right course of action, the Word of God gives us a blueprint of how to accomplish our goal). (II Timothy 3:16)
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God commands the believer to study and apply accurate Bible Doctrine: 1) Study to show yourself… [II Timothy 2:15]  2) Grow in the grace… [II Peter 3:18]  3) Be not conformed to this world… [Romans 12:1-2]  3) Take my yoke and learn… [Matthew 11:29]  4) Let this mind be in you… [Philippians 2:5]  5) …by reason of use… [Hebrews 5:12-14]  6) Man shall not live by bread alone… [Matthew 4:4]  7) Let the word of Christ… [Colossians 3:16]  8) Thy Word have I hid… [Psalm 119:11]

Synonyms for Bible Doctrine

1) The Faith (what is believed) - I Corinthians 16:13

2) Truth - John 8:32, 16:13, Ephesians 4:15, II Timothy 2:15

3) Word - Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 119:101

4) Commandments - Psalm 119:96,98,102

5) Knowledge - Proverbs 30:3, II Peter 3:18

6) Sword - Hebrews 4:12. Ephesians 6:17

7) Judgments - Psalm 119:106, Romans 11:3

8) Food - Jeremiah 15:16, I Corinthians 3:2, Hebrews 5:12-13,

Psalm 19:10

9) Covenant - Jeremiah 22:9

10) Precepts - Psalm 119:100, Isaiah 28:10

11) Law - Psalm 119:97

12) Testimonies - Psalm 119:99

13) Statutes - Psalm 119:112

14) Mind of Christ - Philippians 2:5, I Corinthians 2:16

15) Scripture - II Timothy 3:16-17

16) Wisdom - Proverbs 4:7

17) Understanding - Proverbs 4:7

Christ’s Reliance on Bible Doctrine

Jesus Christ is the unique person of the universe.  He is different from God in that He is man, and different from man in that He is God.  In His deity, He possesses all the attributes of God, being co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. (John 1:1-14; Romans 1:2-5; Philippians 2:5-11; I Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 2:14)  Christ, as deity is omniscient; He never needs to learn anything because He has always known all things.  Bible doctrine is the very mind of Christ. (I Corinthians 2:16)  But in His humanity, He was born a baby who needed to learn doctrine in the same manner as we do.  Jesus was also a perfect child and subjected Himself to his parents and teachers. (Luke 2:46-52)
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Jesus continually used the doctrine that He had learned to sustain Himself throughout the trials and tribulations of life.  When attacked by others, He used the doctrine and principles of the Word of God to endure this adversity.  He also used the doctrine He had learned to combat the test from Satan.  And He used the doctrine in His soul to teach others. (Matthew 4:1-11; John 5:16-39; 6:59-60; 7:16-24) 

Even during the six illegal trials of Christ and while He was on the Cross, He quoted Scripture.  The very last thing that was recorded that Jesus said was a quote from Psalms 31:5. (Matthew 26:64; 27:46; Mark 14:62; Luke 23:46; John 19:28-30)  Since Jesus used Bible doctrine throughout His life, His ministry and even His death, shouldn’t we follow His example?  To follow the example of Christ, you must study the Word of God and apply it to every facet of your life.  God’s Word has the potential to sustain you, strengthen you and stabilize you, if you choose to allow it to do so. (Matthew 4:4; Hebrews 4:12; Isaiah 33:6) 

Bible doctrine will set you free. “And you shall know the truth (doctrine) and the truth (doctrine) shall make you free.” (John 8:32)   “I will walk in freedom: for I seek thy doctrine.” (Psalms 119:45)
