Lesson for January 14, 2007

The Life of Christ

Jesus Prepares to Go to Jerusalem

(Luke 9:51-62)
Luke 9:51 says, “…Jesus steadfastly set His face toward Jerusalem.”  The time remaining until the Crucifixion was about six months.  Jesus had shown His closest disciples a brief glimpse of His glorified resurrection body and now the time had come to begin His journey to Jerusalem.  The Greek words in the above passage give us great insight into Christ’s determination to fulfill the Father’s plan.  The Greek word for steadfastly set is “sterizo” and means to turn resolutely in a certain direction or to establish a course of action.  Jesus knew exactly what laid ahead for Him in Jerusalem and He traveled there because of the “joy that was set before Him.”  (Hebrews 12:2)  The joy that set before Him was knowing that His payment for the sins of the world would satisfy the justice of God and provide perfect righteousness for all who had believed or would believe in Him as Savior.  Isaiah prophesied this event over 700 years before Christ. (Isaiah 50:6-7)

Christ’s first stop on the way to Jerusalem was Samaria.  As they had done before, the people of that region rejected Jesus.  The Scriptures tell us that Jesus was rejected by them because He had determined to go to Jerusalem.  Though we are not given further explanation, it seems logical to believe that Jesus was not their idea of the perfect Messiah.  All we are told is that He was rejected by them.

John and James wanted to call down fire from Heaven and consume them all and asked Jesus’ permission to do so.  Jesus had to rebuke them and explain that His mission was to give life not take it.  They then continued on their journey and came to another village.  Jesus was confronted by several men who apparently wanted to follow Him.  His conversations with these men, especially their responses, show their true desires.   Like many people today, these men wanted to follow Jesus if it was convenient or if it did not interrupt their lives to any great degree.

The first man met Jesus on the road and vowed to follow Him wherever He would go.  Jesus then made a statement designed to make this man count the cost of following Him.  Jesus said that He had no resting place, thereby indicating the hard road He was traveling.  Following Jesus at this time meant many hardships along the way and, remember, He was on His way to be killed.  

The next man Jesus met was asked to follow Him.  This man replied, “Let me first go bury my father.”  Jesus replied that this man should let the dead bury the 
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dead.  What did Jesus mean by this statement?  The first “dead” must be a reference to those who were unbelievers (spiritually dead) and the second “dead” a reference to the physically dead.  Jesus was not forbidding this man from attending his father’s funeral, but is making the point that it costs a great deal to follow Him.  Often times, even today, a person must give up much to follow Christ.  Family and friends often turn their backs on a new believer, labeling him as one who has “found religion.”  

The last man in this passage was also asked to follow Jesus and he replied that he wanted to go home and tell his family what he was going to do.  Jesus replied with an analogy of a man who begins to plow and stops to look back.  This man He said was not fit for the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus was illustrating a person who made a decision to follow Him and then had second thoughts and regrets about leaving loved ones behind.  

The application for us should be the same – counting the cost of following Christ.  How important is following Christ to you?  Is it the most important priority in your life?  If you lost everything you possess, would following Christ still be number one priority for you?  Would being ridiculed or laughed at by your family or friends make you regret your decision and turn your back on Christ?  Have you made a firm commitment as a believer that nothing will stop you from following Christ?  If nothing is going to deter you from following Christ, then you have a life of victory ahead of you. 

Victory in the Christian life is overcoming, conquering, prevailing against the thinking of this World System and, therefore, winning the battle for the control of our soul.  This victory is accomplished by exercising our faith in the truth of God’s Word.  This exercise of faith overcomes anything that is a part of the thinking of this World System that would hinder us from reaching our goal of spiritual maturity and glorifying God.  Victory includes the bigger decisions, such as who to marry, how many children to have, what should my career be, where should I live, etc.  But the real victory comes by applying the principles of the Word of God on a moment-by-moment basis, as we go through each day.  Things like making the choice not to say something unkind about or to someone, not to feel resentful or bitter toward your spouse or others, not to be irritated by rude drivers or fellow- workers.  Remember, it is usually the little mental attitude sins that keep us out of fellowship and cause us to miss the victory that God has planned for us. 

Let’s look at three passages that speak about this subject.

I John 5:4-5 “For whatever is born of God overcomes the World System, and this is the victory that has overcome the World System, even our faith.  And who is the one who overcomes the World System, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God”.
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I Timothy 2:4-5 “No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of this World System, in order that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.  And also, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules”.

Philippians 1:27 “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind laboring together for the faith of the gospel”.
SAVING GRACE:  The beginning step to victory is the assurance of salvation.  We must first make sure that our eternal future has been secured.  This security begins when we first believe that Jesus Christ died and paid for our sins and that we now possess eternal life.  We call this “saving grace” because salvation (eternal life) comes as a result of grace, not human works.  Grace is undeserved mercy.  Jesus Christ did all the work on the Cross, therefore, there is nothing that our good works could possibly add to what He has already done. (John 3:16, 36, I John 5:13)

INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:  When a person places their faith in Christ for salvation, God the Holy Spirit comes to live within them.  This is called the indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit.  This indwelling is neither seen nor felt… it is simply a fact confirmed to us by the Word of God.  This indwelling is permanent and can never be lost.  At that same moment, God the Father and Jesus Christ also come to indwell the person. (John 14:16-17; Colossians 1:27;    Ephesians 4:6)

SEALING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:  We may not know it yet, but when we accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, God did at least forty things for us.  We call these forty things spiritual assets.  One of these assets is the sealing of God the Holy Spirit, which secures forever our eternal life.  God the Holy Spirit Himself is the down payment to guarantee our eternal future with God.  Upon faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to indwell us forever, thereby assuring us of a permanent relationship with God.  We can never be condemned. (Ephesians 1:13-14; Romans 8:1)

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:  Another asset, which is also a ministry of God the Holy Spirit and assures us of our salvation, is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not an emotional experience; it is a fact confirmed to us by God’s Word.  The word baptism means to be submerged, and in the case of the believer in Jesus Christ, it means to be placed into union (submerged) with Jesus Christ.  Once placed into union with Christ, we can never be out of union with Christ - it is a permanent relationship.  This relationship brings with it a wonderful inheritance, which we share with our 
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Savior, Jesus Christ.  This entire concept or Bible doctrine is called Eternal Security, which simply means that we are secure eternally in Christ because of our decision to trust Him as our Savior. (I Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:11; 

I Peter 1:3-5)

There are two types of believers: winners and losers.  Winners are the believers who win the strategic and the tactical victory.  Losers are the believers who win only the strategic victory. 
Winning the strategic victory is done by a single decision to believe in Christ as Savior.  Winning the strategic and tactical victories is done by a single act of faith in Christ and many additional decisions thereafter to obey God’s Word and execute the Christian Way of Life. (John 3:36; Ephesians 5:15-18)  

The loser-believer makes a single decision to trust Christ as Savior and this brings God glory.  This person will also glorify God for all eternity.  Even though the loser-believer has won the strategic victory and possesses the righteousness of God, he will suffer divine discipline and self-induced misery because of his failure to win the tactical victory.  He lives in Satan’s “cosmic system” and constantly makes wrong decisions from a position of weakness.  The loser-believer makes self number one priority in his or her life.

The winner-believer, after trusting Christ as Savior, makes many right decisions that glorify Christ.  Therefore, he glorifies God both in time and in eternity.  The winner-believer has won the strategic victory and possesses the righteousness of God and is advancing to spiritual maturity where he will win the tactical victory.  The winner-believer does suffer, but it is for divine blessing and he shares the happiness of God.  He lives in God’s “power system” and constantly makes right decisions from a position of strength.  The winner-believer makes God number one priority in his or her life.

Being a winner or loser believer is determined by personal volition.  You make the choice to be a winner or a loser.  God does not force anyone to trust Christ as Savior, or to obey His mandates after salvation.  God is not a “puppet-master” manipulating the believer’s every thought and action and He is not a “magician” with a magic wand to wave in order to fix your problems.  However, God has designed the Christian Way of Life in a way in which all believers can become winners.  By following God’s predesigned plan for you as outlined in His Word, any believer can be victorious.  It begins with making the right decision, as a believer, to learn, believe and apply Bible doctrine.  If you’re waiting for God to make you do something or to make you think a certain way, you’re waiting in vain.  God is actually waiting on you to grow up spiritually and take control of your own spiritual life. 
