Lesson for January 28, 2007

The Life of Christ

The Pharisees Seek to Seize and Kill Jesus

(John 7:18-36)
Jesus continued to teach in the Temple in Jerusalem during the Feast of the Tabernacles, causing division among the Jews.  Some said that He was a good man and others claimed that He had a devil.  Jesus had just told this group that the doctrine that He was teaching was not from a mere human intellect, but was spiritual information given to Him by God.  Because Jesus had educated Himself through the study of the Old Testament Scriptures, and because He was filled with the Holy Spirit, He was able to discern the true meaning of the manuscripts.  The scribes and Pharisees were for the most part unbelievers and as unbelievers they were unable to understand the truth of the Old Testament.  Jesus had told them that this accurate doctrine was available to anyone with positive volition. (John 7:17)

Jesus then addressed His accusers who had been accusing Him of being demon-possessed.  Jesus brilliantly used an example from the Old Testament regarding Moses and the Law (which they revered highly) to prove that He was not demon-possessed, but rather from God.  Much like a debater, Jesus answered with a statement of fact (John 7:18) and then He offered the proof of His statement in the subsequent verses.  Jesus’ statement was that if a person continually speaks of himself, he is seeking his own glory.  However, if a person seeks the glory of the one who sent him, this person is true and righteous.  Jesus then showed how the Pharisees and the Jewish religious leaders were seeking their own glory, but Jesus was seeking to glorify God.  If the Pharisees had been seeking to glorify God, they would have recognized Jesus as the Messiah.

The Pharisees loved to show off their superficial knowledge of the Scriptures, but in reality they knew only their distorted interpretation of it, which they had turned into a religion.  Jesus used their arrogance to show those listening to Him that the message of the Pharisees was not from God.  This, of course, upset these Pharisees and as a result they sought to kill Jesus.  The Law of Moses, which the Pharisees falsely claimed to believe and to follow, was used by Jesus to prove that they did not obey the true law of God.  One of the first laws of the Ten Commandments was “thou shall not commit murder” and yet the Pharisees were trying to murder Jesus.  Jesus could have stopped at this point, as He had already won the debate, but He went on to make it crystal clear that He had been sent by God the Father. 
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The argument that Jesus proposed was that the Jewish leaders cared more about the rite of circumcision (which came before the Law) than they did about the Sabbath (part of the Ten Commandments), since they would circumcise on the Sabbath, if necessary.  Therefore, on one hand they were supposedly keeping the Law by circumcising, but breaking the Law by doing work on the Sabbath.  These Jewish leaders had made up their own rules.  Remember that it was only a short time ago that these Jewish leaders had accused Jesus of violating the Sabbath when He healed a man in Jerusalem at the pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-16)

The Pharisees cared little about the true rite of circumcision and the spiritual doctrine that it represented.  They wanted only to trap Jesus by falsely accusing Him of breaking the Law.  They did this with no regard to the true meaning and intent of the Law.  The spiritual meaning of the Law was what Jesus was teaching.  

The practice of circumcision was given to Abraham when the Jewish race was founded by God.  The physical act of circumcision identified a person as a Jew.  It was a sign that God had made a binding covenant with Abraham and his descendents.  (Genesis 17)  A part of this covenant to Abraham was a faith covenant.  That is to say, God does not make covenants with unbelievers.  Abraham was already a believer when God made him the first Jew, which was before the Law was given and proves once again that keeping the Law has absolutely nothing to do with salvation.  Abraham was saved by believing in Jesus Christ (Jehovah) as his Savior.  Therefore, the physical act of circumcision was a picture of positional sanctification. (Romans 4:1-12; Colossians 2:9-17)  Just as the physical act of circumcision removed part of the flesh from the body, spiritual circumcision removes the penalty, the power and the presence of sin (often called the flesh).  The Pharisees did not understand the true meaning of circumcision and in some cases falsely made it a requirement for salvation.

What was the true purpose for circumcision?  It was given to show identification with God by faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  Was Jesus breaking the Law by healing a person on the Sabbath so that person would believe in Him?  Or was Jesus fulfilling the true spirit of the Law when this man, who had been healed on the Sabbath, believed on Him as Savior?  The righteous judgment would be that Jesus, not the Pharisees, was fulfilling the Law and not breaking it.

The people were once again divided into two groups – one who believed in Him and one who did not.  Those who did not believe in Him sought to kill Him.  Those who did believe in Him said: how could anyone do more to prove that He is the Messiah sent from God to be the Savior of the world than Jesus has proven to us?
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Jesus claimed to be sent from God, coequal with God the Father and eternal in nature (the doctrine of the Trinity) and proved it by His life, His teaching and His miracles.  The Pharisees hated Him for making this claim.  The doctrine of the Trinity is perhaps the most difficult doctrine in the Bible to understand, but it is imperative that we do our best to understand and accept this important spiritual truth.  Our understanding of the Trinity (Godhead) affects our understanding of Christology, the doctrine of the Person and Work of Christ.  It also affects our understanding of Pneumatology, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  Understanding the Godhead, and the role of each member, is essential to a believer’s ability to live the Christian Way of Life. (Psalms 110:1; John 10:30)
The Trinity does not mean that there are “three gods in one.”  The Trinity means that there is “one God existing as three Persons.”  Each Person of the Trinity is co-equal, co-eternal and co-infinite and possesses the same nature.  Each Person of the Trinity is a separate Person who possesses the same attributes individually.  Each Person of the Trinity has a distinct purpose that is related to God’s eternal plan.  For example, the Father is the planner and source of all things, the Son is the executor of the Father’s plan and the Holy Spirit is the revealer of the plan and the power to execute it. (Matthew 28:19)

The word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible; it is a technical, theological word to describe the Godhead.  It is a concept unique to Christianity and is established in both the Old and the New Testaments.  Even the Hebrew word for God (Elohim) in Genesis 1:1 is a plural noun used with a singular verb asserting that all persons of the Trinity took part in Creation.  In Genesis 1:26-27 we see the phrase “Let us make man in our image…” indicating a Trinity. (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2)

All three members of the Godhead possess identical attributes.  These attributes are Sovereignty, Righteousness, Justice, Love, Eternal Life, Veracity, Immutability, Omnipresence, Omnipotence and Omniscience.  When a believer understands who God is by learning about His attributes and perfect character, he can begin to build a stable foundation of inner happiness and peace.  This foundation, based on God’s character, will sustain the believer in adversity and in prosperity.  Relying upon God’s character results in good decisions and actions, regardless of life’s circumstances.

It must be remembered that God’s attributes work in harmony.  For example, Righteousness and Justice work in harmony with Love in answer to “How can a loving God send someone to hell?”  God’s righteousness and justice demand a penalty for man’s sin and love provides the payment – Jesus Christ.  (John 3:18) Once the salvation solution is accepted, God’s other attributes have the potential of becoming operational in the life of the believer.  
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The role of each Person of the Godhead is distinct.  For example, the Father is the designer of the plan of salvation, the Son is the executor of the plan and the Holy Spirit is the revealer of the plan.  Though each Person has a different function, they never act in opposition to one another.   All three Persons of the Trinity are always equal, even though they sometimes act in subordination to the other. (John 4:34, 16:8; Hebrews 10:7) 

Jesus then made a statement that the Jewish leaders could not comprehend.  He told them that He was going to return to His Father, a place where they could not go (because of their unbelief).  Jesus said they would seek Him but not find Him.  After the resurrection of Christ and after He had appeared in His resurrection body to His disciples and many more, He returned to the Father to be given His rightful place as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords at the Father’s right hand.  We call this event the Ascension.  

The doctrine of the Ascension is extremely important.  Jesus Christ returned to Heaven as the “first-fruit” (the first person in history to receive a resurrection body) for all believers.  Since we are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ and we are in union with Him, it stands to reason that we would also follow Him into eternity.  The fact that He was seated at the right hand of the Father upon His arrival tells us that God was completely satisfied with Christ’s fulfillment of the plan of salvation for the human race.  (John 14:1-6; Acts 1:9-11; Romans 8:17; 

I Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 4:7; Ephesians 1:20-23)

