Lesson for February 18, 2007

The Life of Christ

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
(John 9:1-41)

After Jesus escaped those religious leaders who wanted to stone Him, He passed by a man who had been blind from birth.  His disciples who were with Him asked a rather silly question.  They wanted to know whose sin had caused this man’s birth defect – his own or the man’s parents.  The question is silly because the man’s sin could not have possibly been the cause of his birth defect (a person cannot sin before he is born).  The second part of the question was legitimate, since some birth defects are a result of the sins of the parents (drug abuse is a perfect example).

Jesus answered his disciples by telling them that neither the man nor his parents had caused this birth defect.  The human reason for this man’s blindness was not revealed.  However, there was a higher purpose for this man’s blindness – that the works of God could be manifested in his life when Jesus healed him.

There are many reasons why a person suffers in this life, but not all are related to sin.  Some suffering is simply a result of bad choices.  For the believer in Jesus Christ, suffering can be either deserved or undeserved.  

Undeserved suffering is not the result of sin in the life.  Here are several reasons that believers experience undeserved suffering from time to time:

1. To develop our trust in God (I Peter 1:6-7; Romans 5:3; II Corinthians 10:13)

2. To glorify God (Book of Job; I Peter 4)

3. To be a witness for Christ (II Corinthians 2:3-4; II Timothy 2:8-9)

4. To manifest the fruit of the Holy Spirit (II Corinthians 4:8-11)

5. To teach us patience (Romans 5:3)

6. To teach us obedience (Hebrews 5:8)

7. To give attention to our spiritual health (I Peter 4)

8. To demonstrate the power of God (II Corinthians 11:24-33;

 II Corinthians 12:7-10)

9.  So that we can comfort others (II Corinthians 1:3-6)

10. It gives us a hunger for Heaven (II Corinthians 5:1-6)
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Deserved suffering is the result of the believer staying out of fellowship with God for an extended period of time.  Here are a few examples:

1. Divine discipline (Hebrews 12:5-15)

2. For not judging ourselves (I Corinthians 11:27-32)

3. To keep us from becoming arrogant (II Corinthians 12:7)

4. Self-induced misery (I John 4:18) 

5.   For judging others (Matthew 7:1-2)

Hamartiology is the doctrine of sin and is taken from the Greek word hamartia, which means “missing the mark.”  There are three types of sin:  1) Imputed sin - Adam’s original sin is imputed to the entire human race at birth.  (Romans 5:12b; I Corinthians 15:21-22)  2) Inherent sin - When Adam sinned he brought into existence the sin nature.  The human race inherits the sin nature through physical birth.  (Romans 5:12a, 18, 19; Psalms 51:5)  3) Personal sin - A person sins when he chooses to succumb to temptation, which originates with the sin nature.  (Romans 5:19; 7:15-20; I John 1:8-9-10; Psalm 32:2; Romans 4:8; II Corinthians 5:19)  The result of the imputation of Adam’s original sin is spiritual death (separation from God), which passes upon the entire human race resulting in (-R) minus divine righteousness. (Isaiah 64:6) 

Jesus Christ paid the penalty for all categories of sin by His death on the Cross:  1) Imputed sin (spiritual death) - in Adam all die spiritually, but in Christ all believers are made alive spiritually and receive (+R) the righteousness of God.  

(I Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 2:1,5; II Corinthians 5:21)  2) Inherent sin (sin nature) - Jesus Christ died with reference to the sin nature (positional sanctification).  Jesus Christ died to make it possible to defeat the sin nature control of our soul in time (experiential sanctification) (Romans 8:8-10, 

II Corinthians 5:17) 3) Personal sin - Jesus Christ was judged for the sins of the world.  Therefore, sin is not an issue in salvation.  (I John 2:2; Ephesians 1:7)  Since the sin nature is not eradicated at salvation, the believer continues to sin after salvation.  (Romans 8, I John 1:8-10)  Post-salvation personal sin is dealt with by acknowledging your sins to God. (I John 1:9)

The Impeccability of Jesus Christ

Christ remained free from the three categories of sin: the sin nature, Adam’s original sin and personal sins.  The sin nature, as we have studied, is passed down genetically from the father, but Christ had no human father.  The virgin birth of Christ assured that He would have no sin nature. (I Corinthians 15:22)
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Without a sin nature, Adam’s original sin could not be imputed to Christ since it had no home or target like the rest of humanity.  Therefore, the first two categories of sin were already taken care of when He was born.  Christ was born physically and spiritually alive, whereas, we are born physically alive but spiritually dead (separated from God). (Romans 6:12)

Christ did, however, have to face the avoidance of personal sin.  As deity, He was not able to sin and as humanity, He was able not to sin.  This means that the possibility of committing personal sin existed.  Christ was tempted to sin in His humanity, not in His deity.  God cannot be tempted to sin, but Christ, as a man, could be tempted to sin.  How could Christ accomplish the amazing task of a sinless life?  The only way He succeeded in not sinning was by residing in and relying upon the power and control of God the Holy Spirit.  Jesus Christ, our Savior has paved the way for us to execute the Victorious Christian Way of Life. (James 1:13; Hebrews 4:15; I John 3:5; Matthew 4:1-4)

“Able not to sin” emphasizes Christ’s free will to make the right decisions to obey God’s mandates.  Satan’s temptations of Christ were real and intense.  And remember that Christ in His humanity was personally weaker than Satan, yet He was able to resist him by the power of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit. (Hebrews 2:7)

The filling of God the Holy Spirit is much more powerful that Satan, all his demons and this World System.  Christ tested and proved the life under the control of the Holy Spirit.  We cannot be sinless as Christ was, but we can use the same power system that He used.  And God has also given us the Rebound recovery system, something that Christ did not need, in order that we might utilize this power system to our maximum advantage.  We, therefore, have no excuse for not living in the same spiritual environment in which Christ lived.  We can acquire wisdom, make good decisions from a position of strength, develop a personal sense of destiny, increase our capacity for love, happiness and blessing, have complete control over our lives and bring glory and honor to God by a life of virtue and integrity.

As the Pharisees continued to doubt and scoff at Jesus for claiming to be God, Jesus continued to prove the fact that He was God in the flesh.  Jesus Christ is the unique Person of the universe.  He is the only Person in history to be both fully God and fully man.  The term for this unique union is the Hypostatic Union, which is derived from the Greek word hupostatis meaning essence.  In the case of Christ it is both divine and human essence in one Person forever.   He is the God-Man.  (Hebrews 1:3)
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Christ was born of a virgin without a sin nature.  He is superior to man because He is God.  He is superior to sinful humanity because He is sinless.  He is the only way to God and the only One qualified to be a substitute for all of us.  Even though His two natures are united in one Person, they retain their separate identities.  The attributes of one do not belong to the other.  Deity remains deity and humanity remains humanity.  Because of this unique union, Christ is the perfect mediator between God and man.  He is the only one in history qualified to go to the Cross and pay the penalty for sin.  Christ was also our prototype, in that He lived an impeccable (sinless) life under the control of God the Holy Spirit. 

(I Timothy 2:5)

Jesus, as a man, is seated at the right hand of the Father at this very moment.  Deity is omnipresent and does not sit; only His humanity sits.  And it is His humanity that will return to earth at the Second Coming.  Theologically we say that Jesus is undiminished deity and true humanity in one Person forever.  Undiminished deity in that He is as much God as the Father and the Holy Spirit in essence, attributes and character.  True humanity in that our Lord possesses a body, a soul and a spirit. (Acts 5:31; Hebrews 1:3, 4:15,10:5; I Peter 2:24; Matthew 26:38; Mark 2:8; Luke 23:46; I John 3:3)

The Pharisees had no excuse for failure to recognize Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  They were supposedly the experts in the Law (Old Testament Scriptures) and yet they were blinded to the truth by their own arrogance.  Their claim that they were not blind to the truth was what was actually condemning them.  If they had never heard the truth, they could claim they had an excuse for not believing in Jesus Christ.  However, since they had heard the truth directly from Jesus Himself, they were without excuse.  This same principle applies to the human race in general.  If a person is positive (wants to know God) God has promised to get the truth to that person regardless of geographic location and God never gives up on anyone. (John 7:17)

For those of us in the United States, we certainly have no excuse for not responding to God by believing in His Son Jesus Christ and for not executing God’s plan, purpose and will for our lives.  We have been blessed with the completed canon of Scriptures, the Bible as a “road map” to guide us through life.  Using this “road map” leads to happiness and peace that only God can give.  However, God never forces anyone to believe in His Son or to live the Christian Way of Life.  He leaves these decisions to us.

