Lesson for February 25, 2007

The Life of Christ

Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd

(John 10:1-21)

As Jesus continued to teach, He used another analogy to explain that He was the only way of salvation.  Being in an agricultural society the Jews should have understood this analogy, because it was about sheep and the shepherd.  There are more than 500 references in the Bible to sheep or shepherds.

Jesus Christ is our Shepherd and He gives His life for “the sheep.” (John 10:9-11)  Jesus Christ is the Great Shepherd, Who was raised from the dead. (Hebrews 13:20-21)  And Jesus Christ is the Chief Shepherd, Who will come in glory. (I Peter 5:4)

Jesus Christ is our Shepherd and we become His sheep by faith in Him as our Savior.  Sheep have certain needs that must be provided for them by the shepherd.  For example, sheep cannot guide themselves (John. 16:13), sheep cannot clean themselves (I John. 1:9), sheep are helpless when injured (Psalms 9:9; 46:1), sheep are defenseless (John. 14:27), sheep cannot find food or water without help (John 14:26), sheep are easily frightened (John 14:16), sheep produce wool that belongs to the shepherd. (John 15:4-5) The analogy is that our Shepherd provides guidance, cleansing, help, protection, spiritual food and drink, freedom from fear, and all that we have belongs to Him.

Jehovah-Raah, the Lord our Shepherd

Psalms 23:1-4

I.The Shepherd and the Sheep - v.1

A. Jehovah is the one shepherding me- John 10:11

B. Begins at salvation

C. Total helplessness of sheep

1) Cannot guide themselves - guidance of the Holy Spirit (John 16:13-14)

2) Cannot clean themselves - cleansing of the Holy Spirit (I John 1:9)

3) Helpless when injured - God is a very present help in time of trouble (Psalms 9:9; 46:1)

4) Sheep are defenseless - protection from God (John14:27)

5) Cannot find food or water - Holy Spirit leads us to spiritual food and water (the Word of God) (John 14:26)

6) Sheep are easily frightened - doctrine circulating in our souls calms us (John 14:16-17)

7) Sheep produce wool that belongs to the shepherd - all we have belongs to our Shepherd (John 15:4-5)
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D. Life support and blessing - I Corinthians 6:1; II Timothy 2:1; II Peter 5:12

E. Translation:  “The Lord is the one shepherding me, I cannot lack for anything.”

I. Grace Blessing Based on Capacity in Time- v.2

A. Relaxed mental attitude - Bible doctrine resident in the soul

B. Rest and tranquility of soul - Faith-Rest Drill

C. Translation: “He causes me to have a relaxed mental attitude, He leads me to His Word for spiritual food which refreshes my soul.”

II. Restoration to Fellowship and Momentum - v.3

A. Hebrew word “Shuh”- means to turn back or return to the Lord

B. Sin Nature is in control of the soul

1)  Source of temptation to sin is the Sin Nature

2) Human volition is the source of all personal sin or succumbing to the temptation

a) Two categories of personal sins

1) Cognizance

2) Ignorance

C) Believer is responsible for all categories of personal sin

D) Sin Nature has temptation categories

1) Temptation to sin – succumbing to temptation

2) Temptation to evil - series of sins following a pattern of arrogance, which is rebellion against God (can be legalism or lasciviousness)

E) Keep moving- Matthew 6:33

F) Translation:  “He restores my soul to fellowship with Him and leads me in the ways of righteousness which glorifies His name.”

III. Dying and Living Grace- v.4

A. “Yea” (in addition to this from verses 1-3)

B. The death shadowed valley - capacity for dying as a result of capacity for living- I Corinthians 15:55-57

C. Perfect peace drives out fear - a result of living your spiritual life-

I John 4:18

D. Evil refers to wrath, disease, adversity, disaster, etc.

E. When God is allowed to be with you in every circumstance of life, you will fear nothing that man can do to you - I Peter 1:3-9: Psalms 56:3-4

F. The rod- divine discipline to keep us on track

G. The staff- protection and guidance in the devil’s world
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H. Translation: “In addition to this, when I walk through a death shadowed valley, I cannot fear wrath, disease, adversity, because Jesus Christ is with me, His rod of discipline keeps me on track and His staff of protection and guidance comforts me.”

IV. Jesus Christ, our Shepherd

A. The Good Shepherd- gives His life for the sheep is analogous to our positional sanctification - John 10:9-11 

B. The Great Shepherd- brought again from the dead is analogous to our experiential sanctification - Hebrews 13:20-21

C. The Chief Shepherd- coming in glory is analogous to our ultimate sanctification - I Peter 5:4

Not only did Jesus say that He was the Shepherd of the sheep, He also said that He was the door to the sheepfold.  Jesus made a point that those attempting to enter the sheepfold by any other means than by Him are thieves and robbers.  These thieves come into the sheepfold to steal, to kill and to destroy.  The analogy should be clear that this is a reference to Satan’s work of blinding people to the truth.

In John 10:17-18 Jesus said that He would lay down His life and take it back again.  He also said that no one would take His life, but that He would lay it down of His own freewill.   

Death of Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ died twice on the Cross.    He first died a spiritual death, which means separation from God.  When Jesus was on the Cross, He had to be forsaken by the Father and the Holy Spirit because deity can have nothing to do with sin. (Matthew 27:46)  Sin was paid for while Jesus was still physically alive on the Cross.  We know this because of what Jesus said while He was still alive and on the Cross: “It is finished.” (John 19:30)  The work of paying the penalty for sin (spiritual death) was accomplished.  
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Jesus Christ also died physically on the Cross.  His physical death meant the separation of soul and spirit from the body.  His physical death is proof that the wages of sin (spiritual death) had been paid. (Romans 6:23)  Jesus could not die physically until the work of salvation had been completed.  He had to finish the purpose for which He came to earth.  Furthermore, Jesus died voluntarily.  No one took His life from Him. (Luke 23:46; John 10:18)  His physical death occurred so that the Resurrection could occur and so that we would have the guarantee of 

a resurrection in the future. (I Corinthians 15:19-20)  After Jesus had been judged for and paid the penalty for the sin of the entire world (past, present and future), He once again called the Father “Father,” not merely “God,” because His fellowship had been restored. (Luke 23:46)

