Lesson for March 11, 2007

The Life of Christ

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy 

(Luke 10:1-24)
Since the nation of Israel rejected the offer of the millennial kingdom made to them by Jesus, He eventually turned to the Gentile nations.  In Luke chapter ten Jesus sent out seventy disciples two by two to evangelize the Jewish nation and this would turn out to be the final rejection of His Messiahship by Israel.  (He then turned to the Gentiles.) The instructions from Jesus to the seventy help us understand the state of the Jewish nation at that time.  

Jesus sent these seventy out without money or provision and commanded them to not stop and greet people along the way.  If they were invited into a house of a believer they were to say, “Peace be to this house.”  If on the other hand they entered a city and were not received favorably they were to “shake off the dust of their feet” as a sign that the city would receive divine discipline.  A warning was given to three cities in particular: Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum.  It was in these three cities that Jesus had done most of His preaching and performed most of His miracles.  Therefore, these cities were even more accountable than most for their rejection of Jesus Christ as Messiah.  The city of Capernaum seems to have been given the harshest judgment, since it was the city where Jesus had based His ministry and lived.

When the seventy returned they were rejoicing over the fact that they had power over demons.  However, Jesus reminded them that what they should have been rejoicing about was the fact that they knew the Son of God and had eternal life.  Jesus went on to say that the prophets and kings from the Old Testament would have loved to see the coming of the Messiah, which many of them prophesied.  Jesus then offered a prayer to God the Father in which He thanked the Father for revealing truth to those who wanted it and hid it from those who were full of human viewpoint and arrogance.

Spiritual truth has never been revealed to those who are “wise in their own eyes.”  The unbeliever cannot learn spiritual truth and the believer who is arrogant (wise in his own eyes) is out of fellowship with God and is also unable to learn spiritual truth.  Human arrogance blinds people to the truth and keeps them from understanding the Word of God (the source of all spiritual truth).  God has always chosen people who the world considered unwise or unlearned to confound those who believe they are wise or learned.  
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The Wisdom of the World System vs. The Wisdom of God

(I Corinthians 1:18-2:1-16)

The thinking of the world system in which we live is diametrically opposed to the thinking of God.  The wisdom that the world system offers does not compare to the wisdom of God.  While Jesus was on earth He continually showed His followers the utter folly of human viewpoint thinking (the wisdom of the world).  He did this by showing the difference between His thinking and the thinking of the Pharisees.  Remember the phrase, “He spoke as one having authority not like the scribes.”  

It seems ironic that the Pharisees who thought themselves the servants and spokesmen for God were actually the enemies of God.  In contrast, those who seemed to be the uneducated and outcasts of society were often chosen by God to be His servants and spokesmen.  God often used this method to show the folly of human viewpoint thinking.  There are many brilliant people in the world, well- educated and intellectual, but they are no challenge for the believer with Bible doctrine in his soul.  God’s grace system for learning and applying Bible doctrine is a system of equality.  Any person, regardless of I.Q., who has trusted Jesus Christ as Savior can learn and properly apply Bible doctrine.  The unbeliever who is well-educated and brilliant by the world’s standards cannot learn Bible doctrine or apply it.  The brilliance of the world will someday fade from the scene of human history, but Bible doctrine is eternal.  God can be understood only by a believer who is diligent in his study and application of Bible doctrine under the guidance of God the Holy Spirit. 

Man has been attempting to solve his problems for centuries by the use of human viewpoint thinking, such as philosophy, psychology, etc.  The human race’s basic problem is spiritual death and only God can solve that.  The greatest display of divine wisdom occurred at the Cross.  When a person chooses to reject Jesus Christ, he shows himself to be a fool (regardless of his human I.Q.).  Paul learned this on the road to Damascus when he was confronted by Jesus.  Paul’s resultant faith in Christ began the turnaround from a brilliant scholar with human wisdom to a humble servant of God with divine wisdom. (Acts 9:1-25)

The time in which Paul lived was a period of great intellectual advance.  The Greeks and the Romans were great thinkers and prided themselves in questioning and debating everything and everyone.  When Paul attempted to use their human wisdom against them, he had very little impact.  When he approached the Corinthians, who were for the most part Greeks, he did so with the simplicity of the Gospel, not with the wisdom of the world.  This approach worked and a church was established in the city of Corinth. (Acts 17:15-34)
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There is a word in Greek that occurs only once in the New Testament.  It is the Greek word for disputers found in I Corinthians 1:20.  The Greek word is “suzetetes” and means a learned dispute.  It was used to describe a person who wanted to dispute every issue and solve it with human reasoning.  The “suzetetes” claimed to have superior intelligence because of his education, logic and ability to debate.  When Paul presented the simple message of the Gospel it threaten their method of logic.  Because their minds were filled with relative truth and the Gospel is absolute truth, they could not reconcile the two.  If all truth is relative, as the “suzetetes” claimed, then whatever you believe can be the truth.  The Gospel and Bible doctrine, on the other hand, are not relative truth.  You either believe it, or you don’t.

 Since people are not born equal, their perceptive ability is not the same.  We all learn in different ways and some are simply smarter than others.  However, in the body of Christ there is equality.  At the moment of salvation, we all are all given a grace system of learning and applying Bible doctrine (thus the equality). Human I.Q. does not enter into a believer’s ability to learn and apply spiritual truth.  Learning divine wisdom is a grace function of the Holy Spirit.  Once divine wisdom is learned, the wisdom of the world becomes foolishness to the believer.  Often immature believers find themselves being impressed by a person with great human wisdom.  This was the case with the believers in Corinth.  

Paul, a brilliant scholar in his own right, did not use human logic or human wisdom to convince these believers of their folly in trusting human viewpoint.  Paul used the divine wisdom that he had learned from the study of the Scriptures to demonstrate the life-changing power of the Gospel.  Paul wanted these Corinthian believers to understand that they were not saved by any meritorious system of human knowledge or learning.  They were saved by faith perception, which is a non-meritorious system of learning based on divine wisdom.  Furthermore, the Christian life is not a system based on the merit of the believer.  If what you do as a believer brings glory to you, it is not a part of your spiritual life.  If, on the other hand, what you do as a believer brings glory to God, it is a part of your spiritual life.  

Paul breaks down the systems of perception to show the Corinthian believers the superiority of faith perception.  In I Corinthians 1:22-23 Paul says that the Jews require a sign to believe and the Greeks require wisdom (human wisdom).  He also says that faith perception in the Gospel is a stumblingblock to the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks.  Verse 24 of this passage makes it clear that Paul is referring to unbelieving Jews and Greeks.  Seeking a sign before believing is tantamount to relying on empiricism as a system of perception and seeking wisdom is tantamount to relying on rationalism as a system of perception. 
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Empiricism is defined as a philosophical theory attributing all knowledge to experience or the pursuit of knowledge by observation and experience.  Rationalism is defined as the theory that reason is a source of knowledge itself or the practice of guiding one’s opinions and actions solely by what is considered reasonable.  We have seen in our study of the life of Christ how the Jews desired a sign and yet when Jesus gave them many signs most of them still refused to believe.  Most of the Greeks refused to believe in Christ as well because the Gospel was not reasonable to them.  It was not reasonable from human viewpoint that God would become a human being and allow Himself to be crucified in place of the human race as the payment for sin and then offer eternal life as a free gift.  However, this is exactly what God did!

As believers we are told that we have the mind of Christ, which is Divine Viewpoint Thinking.  This divine thinking can be discovered by study, learning and application of Bible doctrine.  The result of this kind of thinking is peace, power, stability and victory.  This means that all believers are capable of having Divine Viewpoint Thinking. (II Timothy 1:7; II Corinthians 10:5)

During the Church Age, God has chosen to reveal His essence and His plan through His written Word.  Therefore, our attitude toward the Word of God is our attitude toward God.  If we pursue Bible doctrine, we love God; if we listen or study only at our convenience or when we are in trouble, then we insult God.  If we only study and fail to apply the doctrine we are learning, then it does us no good.

Application of God’s Word means that we have metabolized it (it has become a part of us).  The best illustration is eating food.  You can buy the food, but it does your body no good.  You can even prepare the food, but it does your body no good.  You can then place it on the table, but it does your body no good.  You can even put it in your mouth, but it does your body no good.  Not until you chew the food and shallow it does it do your body good.  It can then be converted to energy, etc.  God’s Word is the same, you must put into practice what you are learning or the Word of God will do you no good.  A wise believer (wisdom is application of Bible doctrine) is a believer who uses what he learns.
